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in any other section.   Turning a few minutes later directly
to the Governor, he said:

"Governor, you spoke of a hideous crime that is often
hideously avenged. The worst enemy of the negro race
is the negro criminal, and, above all, the negro criminal of
that type; for he has committed not only an unspeakably
dreadful and infamous crime against the victim, but he has
committed a hideous crime against the people of his own
color; and every reputable colored man, every colored man
who wishes to see the uplifting of his race, owes it as his
first duty to himself and to that race to hunt down that
criminal with all his soul and strength. Now for the side
of the white man. To avenge one hideous crime by another
hideous crime is to reduce the man doing it to the bestial
level of the wretch who committed the bestial crime. The
horrible effects of the lynchings are not for that crime at
all, but for other crimes. And above all other men, Gov-
ernor, you and I and all who are exponents and representa-
tives of the law, owe It to our people, owe it to the cause of
civilization and humanity, to do everything in our power,
officially and unofficially, directly and indirectly, to free the
United States from the menace and reproach of lynch law/7

This courageous deliverance in the very heart of the
country in which lynching was a not infrequent practise,
commanded widespread approval.

In the summer of 1905 several instances arose in which
the President felt moved to very plain speech with Senators
who sought to have him make unfit appointments in the
civil service, or improper promotions in the army, or to
shield some person in the service who had been found guilty
of misconduct. The same Oregon Senator whom he had
rebuked in 1904 and whom he afterwards forced into the
penitentiary, wrote him an impudent letter in May, 1905.
In replying, on the 15th of that month, the President wrote
a long letter, saying at the close:

"My dear Senator, you have written me very frankly.
I shall copy your frankness in this closing paragraph. It